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JULY REPORT AND
AUGUST SERMONS - 1955

NOT BY BREAD ALONE
GEORGE

H. STEPHENSON

August 7, 1955

Radio Sermon 184

"It is written, man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God."-Matthew
4:4.

Following the baptism of Jesus, we read that he was led of the
Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. In the New
Testament, we read, "For we have not an high priest which cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities;
but was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet withou 't sin" (Hebrews 4:15). Jesus was
tempted in order that He might understand the temptations we have,
and that He might make intercession for us at the throne of God.
Jesus was hungry following a forty days' fast, but He refused to
yield to Satan's suggestion to satisfy His hunger by turning stones
into bread. In resisting temptation,
He quoted from the words of
Moses found in Deuteronomy 8: 3 that "man doth not live by bread
alone, but by every word which proceedeth out of the mouth of God."
These words quoted by Jesus need to be studied again and again
in our day. We are living in a day when too many have allowed the
material to crowd out the spiritual.
Too many, today, prefer cash to
character.
Too many of our day have forgotten that time is not as
important as eternity and that our souls are worth more than all the
world.
While the Bible places the emphasis on the spiritual needs of man,
we must not overlook the fact that it does not ignore man's physical
needs. While it teaches, "Man doth not live by bread alone," it does
recognize the fact that "man lives by bread."
·
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Our physical bodies require food, and God recognizes this need.
In the model prayer which Jesus taught His disciples to pray, He included the petition, "Give us this day our daily bread."
Jesus did
not send away the hungry multitudes who heard Him preach, but
multiplied the loaves and fishes of a boy and fed them. When Jesus
was dying on the cross, He remembered the physical needs of His own
mother and made provision for her comfort and welfare by entrusting
her to the care and keeping of the beloved John. The first question
Jesus asked of His disciples following His resurrection was, "Children.
have ye ought to eat?" (John 21:5).
God recognizes the need man has for bread, and thus He teaches
us in His word that we should work in order that we may have the
needs of life. We read in I Thessalonians 4:11,12, "And that ye study
to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own
hands, as we commanded you; that ye may walk honestly toward them
that are without, and that ye may have lack of nothing."
The Bible
teaches us that we should provide for the needs of our own in these
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words, "But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of
his . own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel"
(I Timothy 5:8).
God provides for our physical needs by blessing th e earth with
abundant harvests.
The soil of our own land produces so abundantly
that leaders in agriculture still feel that it is to the best interest of
our economy to limit the amount of acreage our farmers may plant
in many crops.
If we did not have this curtailment
of production
there would be a surplus of many food commodities . A few years
ago, it was reported that our government
at that time had on hand
-76 .million pounds of eggs, 50 million bushels of potatoes, and enough
surplus wheat to bake ·twelve loaves of bread for every man, woman,
and child in the entire world. Truly, in this great land of ours, God
hi3-Sabundantly blessed us with food.

..
I

It is true
We have heard it said that a dog is man's best friend.
that a dog may remain loyal to us, when earthly friends betray us.
The loyalty of a dog for his master has inspired orators and .poets
alike. But as much as we love our dog, surely man does not want to
live merely on the level of his dog. We can share many things with
our dog-the
food we have on our table, and even the house in which
we may live, but there are some things we can never share with our dog.
We have our hopes, our dreams, our aspirations, our ideals, which mean
nothing to our dog. We may hear music which stirs us and sermons
which edify us, but the dog would rather gnaw on his bone.

One day when large

numbers

·had come together

to hear

Jesus,

5

He was interrupted
in His teaching by a man who felt his brother had
mistreated him. The man asked Jesus to speak to his brother that he
divide his inheritance with him. How many brothers have been alienated and filled with bitterness and hatred because of real or imaginary
grievances over an inheritance!
Jesus did not attempt to settle this
or any other civil dispute, but He did use this as an occasion to teach
the lesson which men have found hard to learn that "a man's life
consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth."

i

Jesus told about a man who was highly successful if he should be
judged by the usual standards of the world. Listen to the words con~
cerning this man, "The ground of a certain man brought forth plentifully: and he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I
have no room where to bestow my fruits?
And he said, This will I do:
I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow
all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast
much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and
be merry.
But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall
be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast
provided?" (Luke 12: 16-20).

While . we are grateful for our abundance of food, we need to realize
that man needs more than eggs and potatoes and wheat.
Man does
Man is pf a dual nature.
He has an outer
not live by bread alone.
and an inner man (II Corinthians 4:16). Just as my outer man hungers
and thirsts for bread and water, my inner man hungers and thirsts for
that which God alone can supply-the
bread and the water of life. Right
thinking people must answer in the affirmative this question asked by
our Saviour, "Is not the life more than meat; and the body than
raiment?"
( Matthew 6: 25) .
In the long ago, Esau made the tragic blunder of trying to live by
bread alone. Corning in from the field, tired and hungry, all he could
think of for the moment was food, and thus he forfeited his birthright.
We read these significant words concerning Esau, "And he did eat and
drink, and rose up and went his way" (Genesis 25:34).
These words
·concerning Esau contain the summary of all too many lives today.
"He did eat and drink, and rose up, and went his way." Suppose we
were trying to enact a drama of Esau's life. No talented actor would
be needed to play the role of Esau. Most any ape could act out the
part. As a matter of fact, a pig could do about as well. He could "eat,
and drink, and rise up and go his way." Are you, like Esau of the
long ago, selling your birthright by allowing your material needs to so
occupy your time and thinking that they have crowded out the spiritual?
Have you, in your efforts to succeed in this life, forgotten about the
life to come? Have you, in your busy life, forgotten God?
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While the world might congratulate
such a man as described by
our Lord, Jesus did not hesitate to call him a fool. Now, Jesus did not
call the man a fool just because he was rich. Jesus never taught that
it was wrong to possess money or property.
Jesus did not place a
premium on poverty.
He had friends among the rich and some of
God's saints in every age have been blessed with material prosperity.
Jesus did not call the rich farmer a fool because of the manner in which
he acquired his ' wealth nor for his efforts to safely store his goods.
But the farmer was called a fool, primarily, because he thought he
could live on bread alone, that the crops stored up in his barns could
satisfy the needs of his never-dying soul.

.

.,

This man's life, like many another, ended in sudden and unexpected
death.
This rich farmer thought he had a lease on life. He resolved
to tear down his old barns and build new ones and thus "for many
years" he could eat, drink, and be merry.
But that day was his last
day. The God whom he had ignored called him to account and said,
"This night thy soul shall be required of thee." Every gospel preacher
could repeat true stories of our own day which are duplicates of this
story Jesus told in the long ago . We know what it is to be called into
the sorrowing home where the cold, icy hand of Death has unexpectedly
snatched a loved one. And we know, too, how helpless we feel as we
grope for words to speak to shocked loved ones of those who have suddenly been called from this world without hope. Again and again we
see lives taken from those who are so busy trying to get ahead, accumulate a little more and a little more, and all the while forgetting God,
and their souls, and eternity.
Had the rich farmer lived for many
more years, he still would have been a fool to think his soul could be
satisfied by the crops in his barns.
And Jesus says, "So is he that
layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God."
An interesting

account

of the

lives

of some

highly

successful
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financiers was prepared by a millionaire and appeared in a number of
religious journals.
It was reported that this group of hi ghly successful
men had a meeting together in a prominent hotel in Chicago in the
year 1923 . Present for the meeting were: The president of the largest
independent
steel company; the president of the largest utility company; the greatest wheat speculator;
the president of the New York
atock exchange;
a member of the president'a
cabinet;
the greatest
"bear" in Wall Street; the president
of the Bank of International
Collectively,
Settlementa;
the head of the world's greatest monopoly.
these men controlled more wealth than there was in the United States
at that time.
For years, newspapers
and magazinea had
Treasury
been printing their success stories and urging the youth of the nation
to follow their examplea .

thoroughly

The greatest
was insolvent.

wheat

utility

.speculator,

company,

Arthur

Cutten,

Samuel

Insull,

died

died

abroad,

and

The greatest
s ui ci de.
The president
Frazier, committed

"bear"

in Wall

of the
suicide.

Bank

Street,

Albert

Jesse

of International

We b elieve that God's Word may be found in the Bible. Concerning th e Scriptures,
Paul said, "All scripture is giv en by inspiration
of
God, a nd is profitabl e for doctrin e , for reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousn ess: That the man of God may be perfect,

3:16,

17).

In churches of Christ, you will find a group of people, earnestly
It is our
striving to exalt the Bible in our worship and in our teaching.
aim not only to live by some of the word of God, but by every
word which pro cee deth out of the mouth of God. While keenly conscious of our weaknesses and failures as individuals,
we believe ·that
the Bible as our guide is a perfect standard.

Settlement s, Leon

We must live by "every' word which proceedeth out of the mouth
of God." God's word contains food for the soul. God's word is not just
a luxury; it is a necessity.
My soul must feed upon the Word of God,
or else my soul shall die.

(II Timothy

a

committed

The head of the world's greatest monopoly, Ivan Krueger, committed suicide.
These men learned how to make money, but they failed to learn
ho w to live. From the mistakes they made, let us learn that man does
not live by bread alone.
Jesus asked, "for what is a man profited,
if he sha ll gain th e whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall
a man give in .excha ng e for his soul?" (Matthew 16:26).

all good works"

Man may see evidence of a Creator in Nature, but he cannot ' know
the nature of this Creator without
knowledge of the Bible. In reality,
all that anyone knows, or that he may need to know, about God, is
found in the Bible. Furthermore,
all that anyone knows, or that' he
needs to know, about Christ, may be found in the Bible.
All · that
anyone knows, or that he needs to know, about the church, may be
found in the Bible . All that anyone knows, or that he needs to know;
about the plan of salvation, may be found in the Bible. All that - any•
one knows, or that he needs to know, about heaven, or about hell, may
be found in the Bible.

Fall, was pardoned

Livermore,

unto

The Bible is not just a book among books; it 1s the Book. It is
the only book which can tell us of our origin, that we came from God;
and which can tell us of our duty: that we are here to serve God and
our fellow man; and which tells us of our destiny, to dwell with God
throughout
eternity.

The man who had served as president of the Stock Exchange had
paid his debt to society by serving time for a while in Sing Sing Prison.
The member of the President's
cabinet,
fro!U prison so he could die at home.

furnished

Page 7

The Scriptures, therefore, are entirely adequate for supplying the
spiritual needs of man.
They do not furnish partly, but completely,
the man of God unto every good work. Our need for today is not some
new religion or some new revelation.
Just as the food God has given
us still satisfies man's physical hunger, the Word of God still satisfies
man's spiritual hunger.
·

Twenty-five years later, in 1948, let us see what had happened to
these men. The president of the largest independent
steel company.
Charles Schwab, lived on borrowed money the last five years of his
life and died broke.
·
The president of the largest
broke and in semi-disgrace.

ALONE

.
'
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If you would like to be associated
with a group of Bible believing,
Bible loving people, we would be happy for you to investigate
our plea
and to study with us the Word of 011r Lord. In His Word you will find
that you are to believe in Christ.
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou .shalt be saved, and thy house" (Acts 16:31). You will also
find you are to rep ent of your sins. "I tell you, nay; except ye repent,
ye shall all likewise perish" (Luke 13:3).
You will find that you are
to confess Christ . "Whosoever therefore shall confess me before · men,
him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven" (Matthew
10:32).
You will also read that you are to be bapti zed . "And now
why tarriest
thou?
Arise and be baptized and wash away thy sins
calling on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16) . With a faith iii you;
heart which leads you to obey these commands of our Lord , you will
be a Christian.
As a Christian, follow these words of Peter "Desire
the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby" (I P ~ter 2:2).
I~ you. will continue t~ be guided by the principles of God's Word, you:r
hfe will be a happy hfe and a useful life . And when you come to the
end of this life, the Bible, having provided for you the greatest source
of strength and joy in this world, will provide for you an entrance into
that Kingdom of eternal joy and bliss in the world which is to come.
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By DON GARDNER
Radio

Sermon

No. 1.85

August

14, 1955

Rece ntly an article on the qu es ti on of "how to select a family
do ctor" app eared in a nation al m ag azine . Inasmuch as my family
and I hav e lived in thr ee South African and two Am erican cities in
seven y ea r s this bu sin e ss of selec tin g a family do ctor ha s been a frequ ent pr obl em . It.. occurred to m e, while reading this discus sion, that
m en ar e lik ewi se confront ed with the probl em of selecting a chur ch.
A mul tip licity of reli gious group s con stantly work to enlist persons such
a s you u pon th eir roll books.
P erh aps you recognize the import a n ce of having a church connection but ha ve n ot yet become a member of any religious group.
Or,
you may not be per fec tly sa ti sfied with th e church you have chosen.
Hen ce, may we study with you th e ur gent question of how to select
a chur ch?
Notice first th at there are
I. SOME THINGS WHICH SHOULD NOT GOVERN YOUR SELECIn de ciding where you and your family will worship God, cerTION.

tain t hin gs should not be a part of the set of facts whi ch governs your
sele ction .
1. First, one should not select a church because it is the most convenient.
Man y feel that ther e is no differen ce in reli gious bodies and

thus it is be st to attend servi ce s at the church nearest one's place of
re sidenc e. This may well serve as a factor in selectin g a shop from
wh ic h to pur cha se your gro ceries but it is hardly a logi ca l---or Scrip tural reason for be comin g a member of a church. . One must act , in
religion, out of conviction and not from conv enience.
P a rent s send th eir children to the Sund ay School nearest them.
one 's si ck child to .the care of the doctor living
ne x t do or be ca u se he is clo ses t without con sid ering his qua lifications .
T? e group me etin g near you may be t eac hing the truth ; it may not be.
Smee all serious mind ed peopl e want to pl ea se God they should first
in ves ti gate wh at is t au ght an d det erm in e if thi s t eac hing ac cord s with
th e Bibl e befor e ma kin g a de cisi on.

life , and few there be that find it" (Matthew 7:13-14) . Does Christ's
language cause you to conclude that the action of the masses will
furnish a safe guide? No, indeed not! Accept not therefore a church
bec ause of its huge membership.
3. Third,

one should

not select a church

because one likes the preacher,

Who would select his mechanic solely on the ground of his likeability?
Though this may enter into the selection one would want assurance
that the mech anic could properly repair his automobile.
·
A prea cher may have a sparkling personality with great persuasive
power but th at same preacher may be in error. He may be like Apoltlos
concerning whom we read in the Scriptures: "And a certain Jew .named
Apollos. born in Alexandria, an eloquent man, and . mighty in the scriptures, came to Ephesus . This man wa s instructed in the way of tlle
Lord ; and b eing fervent in the spirit, he sp ake and taught diligently
the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John.
And he
began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and :Priscill a had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the
way of God more perfectly" (Acts 18: 24-26) . .
Apollos was an eloquent man capable of not only ~onvin .cini the
intellect but of moving the emotions as well.
He had · a certain
knowledge of the Scriptures ; but .it was imperfect . .. Th tis .it became
necess ary for a Christi an couple to tea ch him the way of the Lord .more
perfectly.
E.ver bear in mind: Your pr eacher may be in error and hence
ought not to be followed blindly.
Prea chers of the church of Christ do not ask you or any man to
follow th em or to accept anythin g they say because they say · it. How~
ever, if wh at they preach is taught in the Scriptures then your loyalty
to God 's truth will cause you to submit to it , not because they preached
it but because it is the truth.
·

It is lik e entrusting

2 Second, one should not select a church because it has the largest
membership.
Fr equ ently one h ea r s a person boast con cerning the

lar ge ness of his chur ch saying, "So many millions could not be wrong."
!h ~ number of persons who believe a thing does not determine whether
it 1s tru e or false ; an error multiplied by a million is still an error.
I~d ee d , the Sc;ipt1_1res. lead us to believe that in many instances
the side of the mmonty 1s the side of God. Jesus declared
"Enter
ye in at the strait gate : for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, .
th a t le adeth _to_destruction , and many there be which go in thereat;
Be cause strait 1& the ga te, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto
Page
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4. Fourth, one should not select a church solely on the recommenda;.
of one's parents, husband or wife.
Your selection of a doctor, for

instance, may rest largely on the advice of parents.
But the religio~
of the Bible is a personal matter.
Paul put it thus, "So then eVel'J'
one of us shall give account of himself to God" (Romans 14:12).
One
ought therefore to determine for himself if a religious body is Scriptural
and consequently pleasing to God.
If men say to us, "You are members of the church of Christ because your parents were," we respond: Both in private and 1n public
we emphasize to all, that in obeying the gospel of Christ and in thus
becoming members of His church one must act from a proper personal
understanding
of the truth .

Sometimes two persons marry who hold different religious views.
To keep peace they "join another church" or one of the partners meekly
forsakes his church and joins that of his companion.
As deplorable as
religious division in the home is, the solution just mentioned is not
the remedy. Would it not be more noble for these two persons to sit
down with the Bible, evaluate their beliefs in its light and then come

·Page
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to conclusions that are in accord with the
the attitude of the Bereans who "searched
If a
those things were so" (Acts 17:11).
the brand of automobile they buy to keep
never let them sacrifice convictions.

A CHURCH

HOW

Scriptures . Let both adopt
the scriptures daily, whether
couple must compromise on
peace , let them do so . But

WHICH

SHOULD

GUIDE

IN

SELECTING

A

In selecting a doctor, for instance, there is no infallible rule. Fortunately, there is an infallible book which . will guide us as we determine
what church we will become members of . That book is the Bible. It
clearly lays down the characteristics
of the Lord's church.
Thus in
selecting a place to worship God we will seek to find a group with these
Bible characteristics.
1. First,

one

shoulll

find

a church

whose

only

head

is

Christ.

In detailing for us the position of Christ toward the church the Bible
states, "And he iSI the head of the body, the church ... " (Colossians
1 : 18). The word of God nowhere informs us that any man was ever
given the headship of the church . Those religious groups who have
exalted men, conferences, synods and conventions to the work of lawmaking for the church cannot suit men who desire to select a church
governed solely by Christ, its head.
The head of the church, Christ, caused His apostles to record His
will in the New Testament.
Hence, churches of Christ regard the
Says one, "Surely you
Scriptures as the sole rule of faith aJW practice.
have somebody who determines what yo;u will believe and practice ."
No , not any human being . "But, how can there be any semblance of
unity among you?" .Members of the church of Christ recognize the
authority of Christ and His word and are governed thereby.
Should
you like to know what the church of the Lord believes on any question
the answ er may be found in the Bible. We have no other guide. When
we thus follow the Scriptures without adding to or taking from, unity
pr evails in teaching and practice .
2. Second, one should determine
if a church wears a Scriptural
name, both as individual
members and as a collective
body, before be·
coming a member thereof.

The New Te stament reveals that the early followers of Christ were
" . . . And it came to pass, that a
known simply as Christians.
whole ye ar they assembled themselves with the church, and taught
much peopl e. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch"
(Acts 11 : 26) . In the language of Peter we find further support for the
pra ctice of wearing the name Christian . "But let none of you suffer
as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in
other men's matters.
Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not
be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf" (I Peter 4:15-16).
You cannot glorify God by wearing some other name than Christian ac·
cording to this positive command.

A CHURCH
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In wearing the name Christian one honors Christ. To wear a human
name honors man. In the years that have elapsed since Christianity's
incepti?n men, in rebellion to corruption and apostasy, have arisen
protestmg the same. Such reformers have won public acclaim and
often in spite of their own desires, have found their followers calling
themselves after their names.

We now turn to
11. PRINCIPLES
CHURCH.

TO SELECT

'

.

_D~fortU,nately the masses are not content to be called simply
But Chrises
Chnst1ans.
They want to be a certain kind of Christians.
people wear only His name.
They haye no denominational
handle
attached; they are Christians only and only Christians.
We are told that there is nothing _in a name. If this is correct,
":hy did God change Abram's name to Abraham? (Genesis 17:5). Why
did Paul condemn human and divisive names in the Corinthian church?
(I Corinthians 1:10-13).
If there is nothing in a name why did Peter
declare that there is salvation only in the name of Jesus? (Acts 4:12);
When
said , "The
who bring
designation

Paul referred to a number of congregations of Christians he
churches of Christ salute you" (Romans 16:16). The people
this program to you regularly are content with the same
. Are you?

3. Third, in selecting
a church one must learn if
Scriptur~I.
It is often argued by men, "We all worship

Its

worship

Is

the same God,
so there 1s no cause for alarm concerning our religious divisions ." 'True,
most men in our country worship the same God but unfortunately they
·
·
do not worship the same God in the same way.
Obviously the manner of worship is equally as important as the
God to whom it is directed, for .Jesus said: "God is a Spirit: and they
tha~ w~rship him must worship him in spirit and in truth" (John 4:24).
Chnst mstructs men to worship God but likewise points out the necessity of worshipping Him in a certain way. But if it does not matter
how men worship, then it follows that it does not matter whom men
worship. The same Bible that regulates the person to whom our worship should be directed also regulates the manner thereof.
If the one
can be discarded so may the other.
But since Bible lovers want to
follow its directions they will give serious thought to the worship of
the church with whom they become identified.
Consider two illustrations:
In the New Testament period men ate the Lord's supper eaeh first
day of the week. Paul spent a Lord's Day in Troas on one occasion,
but Luke states that the disciples came together on the first day of
the. week to break bread. That is, to eat the Lord's supper (Acts 20:7).
This they would have done whether Paul had been present or not for
it was their regular custom, but since Paul was present he preached
to ~hem. Now i~ searchin? for the right church one must find a group
whwh follows this apostohc example of eating the Lord's supper each
Sunday.
1
The early church sang praises to God for so they were instructed.

HOW TO SELECT
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"Speaking
to yourselves · in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs ,
sing,ing and making melody in your heart to the Lord" (Ephesian~
5:19).
We have n ever found a scriptural
instance where the early
disciples used a mechanical instrument
in woFship. When such instruments were available, we cannot but belieTe that some scriptural command, inference or example would have been placed in the sacred
scripture · had God intended they be used . The Bible doesn't allow for
their ·in clu sion; we are specifically commanded to sing .
4. Fourth, in selecting
your family, to honor and
to sinners the same plan
tury under the preaching

a church under whose influence you may rear
fear God, you must find a group which offers
of salvation which prevailed In the first cenof heaven guided men.
·

But what was the manner in which sinners of the first century
were res cu ed from the threat of eternal ruin?
Take some of the ·conversions concernin g which we may read in the book of Acts. The thre ·e
thousand on Pentecost, according to the second chapt er, Ilea .rd . Peter
fearles ·sly proclaim Christ as the resurrected,
glorified · Son of God and
Savior of man. Their faith moved them to ask, "What must we do?"
Peter responded by saying: ·"Repent, and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:38).
Another case concerned the eunuch who was converted by Philip.
On h !tving Christ preached to him, the eunuch inquired, "See, here is
water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?"
The preacher answered,
"If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest." On the confession
of his faith in Christ as God's Son he was immersed in water by Philip
and thereafter
went on back to Ethiopia rejoicing on account of forgiveness thus obtained (Acts 8).
Hence, in the first century after Christ, (1) sinners heard the
gospel of Christ proclaimed, (2) believed it, (3) repented of their sins,
(4) confessed their faith in Christ, (5) whereupon they were baptized
or imm e rsed in wat er for remission of sins. A church which does not
proclaim the same plan of salvation cannot be the one a person will
select, if he is to be governed by the Scriptures.
.One fact of grave
mind, that is,
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Friends, if all religious institutions
had been divinely founded it
would matter little which one you became a member of. But in view
of the proposition just established,
namely, that the Lord approves but
one, it becomes a question of profound moment as to whether you are
a member of it or .not.
CONCLUSION

Ladies and gentlemen, there is in your country just the kind of
church for which men who love truth are seeking.
I belong to it and
so do many others.
Some of the reasons which led us to become members of this church were those we have enumerated
and discussed,
namely:
1. Christ alone is its head.
2. It wears a Scriptural name.
3. Its worship is derived from and guided by a "thus saith the
Lord."
4. Its terms of membership are identical with . those proclaimed by
imwired preachers in the first century after Christ.
If you have not selected a church in which to work for God and
render due service and worship will these characteristics
of the churches
If you have
of Christ commend themselves
to your serious thought?
already selected a church, a study of the New Testament
church may
If we
convince you that you need to select another-the
Lord's church.
may study this important
question with you further please command
our services for we stand ready to serve.
Indeed this is our aim. I
thank you.
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is true is seen from:

1. The Lord's promise to build one church.
Jesus Christ once declared, "And I say also unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this
rock I will build my church ... " (Matthew 16:18). Language could
not be clearer. Since Jesus promised
to build His church-not
His
churches-we
may conclude that He kept His promise and built one
only . It therefore follows that somebody else built the oth~rs.
2. Again,
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read about " the church of the Lord, which he purchased with his own
blood" (RV). How many churches did Christ purchase?
Paul answers,
"the church of the Lord."
Hence, all others exist without the benefit
of the Savior's blood .

By GUY

111. CHRIST

IN MAN'S

Christ 's blood

purchased

one church.

In Acts 20:28 we

"When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked
his disciples , saying, Who do men say that I the Son of man am? And
they sa id , Some say that thou are John the Baptist: · some, Elias; and
others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But who
say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered
and said, Thou art
the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said
unto him, Blessed art thou Simon Bar-jonah:
for flesh and blood hath
not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.
And I say
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also unto the e, Th at thou art P eter, and upon this rock I will build my
church: and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. And I will
give unto thee the keys of th e kingdom of heaven; and whatsoever thou
sh a lt bind on ea r th sh all be boun d in heaven; and whatsoever thou
shalt loose on eart.h shall be loosed in heaven" (Matthew 16:13-19).
In this striking fashion did the sacred writ~r chronicle our Lord's
announcement of His intention to build the church, an announcement
which He delivered to His disciples . in the coasts of Caesarea Philippi,
to which secluded spot He had journeyed with them for a brief season
of retirement and rest following the marvelous miracle of the loaves
and fishes.
Having propounded th e query, "Who do men say that I the Son
of inan am?" and, as is ever the case when matters are left to human
opinion, having received conflicting replies, He directed the question
pointedly to the disciples, asking, in effect this: "Who do you-who
have been privileged to be associated with me for nearly three years
and have witnessed my miracles and heard my teaching-say
that I
the Son of man am?" The fisherman disciple , always impulsive and
imp etuous, quickly made . reply: "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
living God."
In r espo n se to this a cknowl edgment of His deity, J esus gave
utterance to a statement which, through the years, has come to be
"I say
regarded as one of t.he most significant in all the scriptures.
also unt.o t.hee, That thou art. Peter, and upon this rock I will build
my church; and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it."
This stat ement is significant, not only because of the lessons of
lif e whi ch it teach es, but be ca use of the great controversi es which
hav e ra ge d about . it . F or many centuries it has been a battle-ground
wh ere countless theologic al battles have been fought; and through the
ye ars mor e things of a controversial nature have been written about
it than any other passage in the Bible.
It is, for example, alleged that our Lord here declared His intention
of building His church on Peter , and thus is inferred the primacy of
that disciple. Those who so maint ain, direct attention to the fact that
th e word Peter is transl ated from the Greek petros ; the word rock from
petra - obvi ousl y of th e same .deri vati on ; and th e conclu sion is then
drawn that it was the Lord's design to t each that Peter is the rock
upon which the church was erected.

This argument, often made, and with great confidence advanced.
breaks under the test of investigation.
In the first place, the words
differ in gender. Petros, translated Peter, in the passage, is masculine
gender; whereas, petra, rendered
rock, in the En.glish versions, is
fem ininE'. To exhibit the distinctions in gender, one might expand the
pas sage thu s : "Pet er you are a he-rock, but upon this she-rock I will
build my church . . ." Thus understood, and correctly so, on e could
never properly conclude that the church was built on the im petuous
apostle.
Moreover, the words, Petros, and petra differ in meaning.
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Petros, translated Peter, signifies a fragment from a larger rock; while
petra, rendered roek, by the transl ators, denotes a solid bed-rock, a
massive foundation.
It follows, th erefore that , far from declaring it
to be His in t ention to build the church on Peter, He .said , in e!fect,
this: "Peter, you are only a tiny rock, comparatively
speaking; not
upon you, but upon the massive bed-rock of truth which you have
confessed, - the acknowledgement
of my deity-, I will build my church
and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it."
Of additional significance are the great lessons which our Savior
teaches in this remarkable announcement.
It will be observed that
-He speaks of the church which He here declares His intention to build
in the future tense : "Upon this rock I will build my church."
Here,
for the first time in the sacred writings, the church is mentioned; and
in this, its first occurrence, it is spoken of as yet future. These words
were uttered approximately six months before His death on the cross.
Yet here, in t.he shadow of the tragic events of Gethsemene and Calvary, our Lord speaks of the church as yet in the future.
This is indeed significant, in view of the claims of much of the relig ious world
today that the church was then in existence, and had been for many
years. Some, for example , affirm that it began before creation;
others, during the life of the patriarch Abraham; and many, at some
point during the public ministry of Jesus, but all at a time prior to
the utterance of these words in Caesarea Philippi.
Were we to say,
"Upon this vacant lot. I will build my house," and our words were misinterpreted
as are these words of our Lord, it would doubtless be insi sted that not only is the house of whi ch we speak already in existence,
Let it be noted,
but that we have been occupying it for some time!
ple ase , that our Lord, shortly before His death, spoke of the church in
the future tense.
Not onl y did He r efer to th e chur ch in th e future tense, the .
r eferen ce is also in the possessiv e ca se : "Upon this rock I will build
my church ... " It is, then, Christ's church, or more euphoniously, as
Panl puts it in Romans 16: 16: "The churches of Christ salute you."
It is His , first by vi rtue of the fa ct th at He pur chas ed it with His
.own blood. Of t.his wondrous truth Paul bore witness when, to the
elder s of Ep he sus, he said : "T a ke hee d ther efore unto your selves, and
to all th e flock, ove r th e whi ch the H oly Gho st hath m ade you bishops
to fe ed th e chur ch of th e Lord which h e hath pur chas ed with his own
blood" (Act s 20: 28) . Over t hi s chu r ch t hus pu rc ha sed , He exer cises
soverei gnty a s supreme he ad, a fa ct we lea rn from an affirmation in
the Eph esian letter which reads: "And hath put all things under his
feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, which
is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all" (Ephesians
1 :22, 23). His, by right of pur chase, the purchase price being His own
pr ecious blood , H e is also its chief executi ve, its exalted ruler and guide.
But n ot only did He spe ak of the church in the future ·tense, and
make r eferen ce th ereto in th e possessive case, He also alluded to it
in th e pas sage befor e us in th e singular number.
"Upon this rock I
will build my church" - chur ch, singular, not churches, in the sense of
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Immediately following the announcement we have been considering,
Matthew, the sacred historian, informs us that Jesus began "to shew
unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem,
and suffer
many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed,
and be raised again the third day" (Matthew 16:21). Already, clouds
ominous and threatening were on the horizon, obstacles seemingly in,
surmountable
were in His path, and the future was grim and foreand exboding.
Soon, He was to turn His face tow ar d Jerusalem,
peri ence the sombre and heart-breaking
events of Calvary. The vicious
taunts of the mob, the bitter sorrows of Gethsemene, and · the excruciating pain of the cross did not deter Him. These He would undergo, and more; such would not and could not, thwart His plans nor
defeat His purpose announced.
In spite of the fact that He would pass
through the Hadean gates and His body would, for a time, rest in the
tomb, up from the grave He would triumphantly
arise, and make good
the promise vouchsafed to His beloved disciples in the distant coasts
of rock-ribbed Caes area Philippi.
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We might, with equal propriety, counter by asking: "Which Lord
should we acknow ledge, a nd to which Savior shall we confess allegiance?"
If, in answer thereto, it be replied that there is· but one
Lord, and therefore no choice to be exercised, we answer, "Exactly so;"
and the same passage of scripture which teaches us that there is but
one Lord, teaches as clearly that there is but one New Testament
church!"
May we consider it? The passage to which we allude · is
Ephesians 4: 4-6, which reads: "There is one body, and one Spirit,
even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith,
one baptism , one God and F ather of all , who is above a ll , a nd throu gh
all, and in you all." Affirmed h ere is the fact that there is but one
body, an d but one Lord. Inasmuch as the sacred writer has informed
us that there is but one body, it is in · order to inquire, "But what is
that one body?" We have already cited it: "And hath put an things
· under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,
which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all." Head
ov er what? The church. The church which is what? His body. What
There is but
is His body? The church! The matter is .thus settled.
one body as there is but one Lord. But this on e body is the church.
Therefor e, si nc e ther e is but one body; and, since this one body is the
It is
church, it follows that there is but one New Test amen t church!
hence no more incongruous to speak of a plurality of Lords than it is
to maintain that there is a multiplicity of churches.

It is a matter of sacred historic r eco rd that this He did ; and , on
the first Pente cost day following His triumphant resurrection
from the
tomb, an account of which is thrillingly related in Acts 2, the church.
came into being, and sinners were , for the first time under the Great
Commission and in the Christian dispensation,
privileged to hear the
gospel preached and to have salvation offered them in the name of
Christ. Among those were some who had participated in the crucifixiOI\
about fifty-three day s before; and, when the aw ful truth dawned upon
th em that they were guilty of the death of the Lord, they were cut
to the heart and cried out in agony of soul, "Me n and brethr en, what
shall we do?" Peter qui ckly replied: "Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and
ye shall re ce ive the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:37, 38).

That this institution was henceforth intended by our Lord to be
the sphere of those who are saved, follow s from the fact that the
conditions on which salvation is obtained are those on the basi s -0f
which He adds to the church.
It is clearly affirmed by Luke in hi's

AND

chronicle of the glorious events of that great day that salvation and
church membership were contemporary
bl essings.
Neither is enjoyed
nor possess ed without the other. Forgiveness
of sins is in the body
of Christ. So testified Paul to the church in Colosse : "Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the
kingdom of his dear Son: in whom we have redemption through his
blood, even the forgiveness
of sins" (Colossians 1:13, 14). But, the
body of Christ. is the church (Ephesians 1: 22, 23). Since forgiveness
of sins is only in the body of Christ; and, since the body of Christ is
the church, it. follows that forgiveness of sins is only in the church.
Which church? one may well as k .

organizations differing in doctrine and practice from one another. Thus
is indisputably
taught here the essential unity of the church which
the Lord built, and the intimate relationship
which He sustains to it
as head thereof .

They were not slow to act upon this offer of amnesty from heaven;
and we are informed by the historian of the early church that those
who "gladly r ece ived his word were bap tized : and the same day there
were added unto them about three thou san d souls" (Acts 2:41). And,
th e narrative of that day's r emark a ble events is concluded with the
obs ervat ion that the Lord "added to the chur ch daily such as should
be saved" (Acts 2:47). It is of great signific a nce that here, for the
first time in all the scriptures, it is said that people were inducted
into the church; and the reason is obvious: on that day-the
first
Pentecost day following the resurrection-the
church of our Lord came
into existence.

CHURCH

~ \
l

To this it may be replied that the rea soning is correct, and the
conclusion drawn, a scr iptur al one; but , the one body of w hi ch we
speak must b e a vast invisible church and to be distin gui shed from
any visibl e, tan gibl e religious body of our time. Despite the fact that
this is an exceedi n gly popular concept, we must , in candor, reje ct it.
Th e scriptures ar e silent with reference ei ther to vis ible or invisible
churches. Such phraseology was n eve r resorted to by any of the inspired
penmen.
Moreover, such a concept is opposed to the nature of the
organiz ation of the church as it is revealed to us in the J3ible. The
church may properly be defined as "a body of baptized believers over
which Christ rules and reigns as head , and in which the Spirit dwells."
It follows, therefore , that the church is as visible as that of which it
is composed; and , inasmuch as it is composed of baptized believers,
it can be r egar ded properly as an organism m a de up of visible member s in so far as the ear th is concer ned.
If, then, sa lvation is to be possessed only in the New '.Ilestament
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church; if there is but one such institution; and it is visible which
denomination is it? Here, we meet with one of the most stubborn
,concepts of our time: the persistent conviction that the church is a
.denomination which men may join very much as they would a fraternal
-order or social club. Indeed, the popular view is that one "gets saved "
,an~ th~n, "joins the church of his choice," concepts which, despite
their widespread acceptance, are neither taught nor hinted at in all the
scr!p~ures.
"Getting saved," is at best, a very awkward way of descnbmg the process which occurs in salvation; and the phrase, "joining the church" does not occur in the Bible, nor is the idea which it
conveys to be found there .
As evidence of the persistence with which this concept is maintained, we were once approached by a man who asked: "To what church
do you belong?"
"To the church about 'fhich you read in the Bible," we replied .
"Of course," he answered. "But with what group of people do you
work and worship?"
·
"With those who are members of the church about which we read
.in the Bible," we rejoined.
"But," he persisted, "what religious organiz.ation are you identified
with?"

Again, as patiently as possible, we explained: "With that organization identified as the church of our Lord about which you read in
the Bible ."
He thought for a moment, his brow knitted in perplexity, and he
th en said, "Well, tell me this: What kind of a church building do you
preach in?"
We did not say so, but we might properly have replied: "We preach
in those church buildings where Christians meet for worship who
are members of the church about which you read in the Bible!"
Unfortunately,
his mind was saturated with the denominational
t~1~ory which alleges that one, through his own volition, and by exer Cismg a choi ce , becomes a member of a church. His was th e popular
th eory of joining the church of one's choice.
It is impossible for one to join the church of the Bible. We have
already seen that the Lord adds to the church those whom He saves
and the matter of .chu;ch membership is thus out of our hands. Ma~
c~nnot do ~hat which is alone the Lord's prerogative.
There is a vast
differ .ence .m the tw~ concepts . In joining the church, one is active;
in bei.ng a~ded, one is passive. One who joins performs the act himself; m bem g added, the act is of the Lord. Joining is thus a human
a~t; being added a divine one. When one joins a church he identifies
himself with a human institution; in being added by the Lord membership is enjoyed in th e church for which the Savior died.
'
.If, _then, salvation is only in the body of Christ; and, the body . of
Christ is the chur ch: and, this church is a visible institution; and,
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there is but one; and it is not a denomination;
how, amid the conflicting and contradictory claims today being made may it be identified?
Were one looking for a man by the name of John Smith six feet
in height and weighing two hundred pounds, and should contact an
individual named Bill Jones, five feet, eight inches in height, and
weighing only one . hunared fifty pounds, does he exclaim, "I have
found my man," and termillate the search?
Indeed not.
He will continue to look until he has found the man possessing
the characteristics
which identify him from all others on earth.
The church of the New Testament may be similarly identified by
- characteristics
which it
its distinctive and peculiar characteristics,
alone possesses.
Our Lord provided, in the Great Commission, , that the apostles
and all others henceforth to labor under it were to go into all the
world and preach the gospel to every creature, the terms being faith;
repentance , confession and baptism in water, into the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, upon confession of faith
in Him. In keeping with the instructions
thus given, Peter , on the
occasion of the first public proclamation thereof commanded men who
already believed to "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins" (Acts 2: 38). ·
Thus faith, repentance, confession and baptism in water for the
remission of sins were the conditions of pardon proclaimed to sinners
by the infant church.
Those who complied
allded to the church.

with

these

conditions

were,

by the Lord,

The church to which they were added was Christ's church, or in
more euphonious fashion, and regarded in its collective capacity, "the
churches of Christ" (Romans 16: 16).
The members thereitf were called Christians
(Acts 11:26) . .We
pause to observe that often today there are those who affect to be
Christians but who are called by some other name. It will be noted
that these not only claimed to be Christians; this is what they were
called. Peter admonished, "If any man suffer as a Christian, let him
not be ashamed; but let him glorify God in this name" (I Peter 4:16,
ASV).
It was a characteristic
of the early church to meet regularly on
the first day of every week, a fact noted by Paul when he urged the
disciples in the church in Corinth to avail themselves of the opportunity
thus afforded them to give as they have been prospered (I Corinthians
16 : 2) .

On the occasion of such regularly

scheduled

Lord's day meetings,
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the chur ch observed the Lord's Supper. Such is affirmed
with Paul's visit to Troas (Acts 20 : 7).

BIBLE

in connection

In ca ndor and kindness we are, in the light of these facts, dis -posed
to ask, "If one belongs to a r eligious institution which does not teach
faith, repent ance, confession and baptism in water for the remissio~
of sins, as did the early church; if one must 3oin it in order to obtain
membership therein instead of being added to it by the Lord· if it is
designated by some name unknown to the sacred writings; if the member s are called some other name than th a t of Christian; and, if it does
not m eet re gul arl y on the first day of the week for the purpose of
ob serving the Lord's Supper, how could one seriously and candidly
claim to b e a member of the church of which the Savior spoke when
in the long ago, in the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he said to the littl~
band of disciples which had gath ered about Him in the i·ugged regions
to which He had gone, "Upon on this rock I will build my church, and
the gat es of Hades shall not prevail against it?"
Our ple a, then, is for the New Testament church, without addition
~ithout subtraction , without modification . Accepting no creed but Christ:
no rule of faith and practice but the New Testament, content to do
Bible things in Bible ways, and to call Bible things by Bible names, it
is our conviction that we have succeeded in restoring to the twentieth
century the church of the first century . On this basis we ask your
candid consideration . Will you not cooperate with us in such an endeavor?

THE BIBLE
By W. B. WEST,
Radio

Sermon

No. 187

JR.
August

28 ,1955

S~ripture Readin g: Psalm s 19 :7-11-"The law of Jehovah is perfect,
r esto rm g th e soul : th e te stim ony of J ehov a h is sur e, making wise th e
simpl e. Th e pr ec epts of Jehov ah a r e right, rejoicing the heart: the
comm andment of Jehovah is pure , enlightening the eyes. The fear of
Jeho va h is cle an, enduring for ever: the ordinances of Jehovah are true
More to be desired are they than gold, yea:
and righteo~s altogether.
than mu ch fme gold; sweeter also than honey and the droppings of the
honeycomb.
Moreover by them is thy servant warned:
in keeping
th em th ere is gr eat reward."
The word "Bible" is the equivalent of
of the Greek word biblia, meaning ori ginally books. Biblia occurs with
its . ~rti cle ta in. the. Septua gint version of Daniel 9: 2 for the prophetic
wntm gs. It , with its article, was later applied to both the Old and
N ew T estam ent in a unique and pre-eminent sense, becoming the books
of the one supreme book-the
book of and from God.
T his book or the Bible has been the guide of man for thousands of
years; its has been providentially copied and recopied by many hun-
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dreds or devoted scribes in order that it might be preserved
and
transmitted;
it has been on the printing press tor more than four
hundred years ·alild it has been translated
into more than a thousand
languages and dialects.
It continues to be the best seller each year
and is the most widely read and studied book in Western Civilization.
and
Its influence on mankind cannot be measured. Its beneficent
guiding star will never _set. When eternity will break again into time,
the Bible still will be guiding and com1'orting men. Whence this won•
derful book and what is its nature?
I. The

Bible

is From

God-Inspired

by Him

The term inspire has latitude of meaning . For example, on a clear
night when one looks into the sky as it is a blaze of brilliant diamonds
against a deep blue curtain, with one star differing .from another star
in glory, presenting a ceiling of unsurpassed beauty, he is inspired as
A painter
he is moved by the beauties and wonders ot the heavens.
may stand on a western hill and · look across vast stretches of open
plains to a beautiful sunset in the golden west and be inspired to paint
a picture of great beauty . One may see the Himalayas of fascinating
India or the towering Alps of picturesque Switzerland, or the grandeur
of Grand Canyon or tb,e majesty of Niagara Falls, and be inspired.
One may read a great masterpiece
in literature,
or he may hear a
talented and accomplished musician, or listen to an eloquent and convincing speaker, and be inspired.
Is this the type of inspiratio~
possessed by the writers of the Bible? Let us study the question.
In II P ·eter 1: 21, we read: "For no prophecy ever came by t.he will
of man: but. men spake ·tro .m God, being moved by the Holy Spirit."
In this statement Peter had in mind primarily the prophets of the Old
Testani:ent.
Each of these prophets when he spoke as a prophet was
aware that it was not he who was speaking but God through him. In
Exodus 35 :1, Moses deciared: "These are the words which the Lord
hath commanded."
Isaiah .urged: "Hear, .0 heavens, and give ear, 0
earth: for the Lord hath spoken" (Isaiah 1:2). Jeremiah said, "The word
of the Lord came unto me" (Jeremiah 1:4). Ezekiel declared: "The
word of the Lord came expressly unto Ezekiel" (Ezekiel 1:3). These
expres se d convictions, with many similar ones in the Old Testament,
indicate that men of God in Old Testament tiines spoke . and wrote
from God, "being moved by the Holy Spirit."
Thus was tl).e Old Testament written by men of God, speaking from God, being moved by the
Holy Spirit.
Near the end of His ministry, Jesus announced His imminent departure from His apostles. In lieu of His presence , He promised them:
"And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter,
that he . may be with you forever, even the Spirit ot truth" (John 14:16,
17) . This Comforter ot Spirit of truth would teach them all things
and bring to their remembrance all that He had said unto them and
would guide them into all truth
(John 14 :26; 16:13). This Comforter
came on the first Pentecost after the resurrection of Jesus in the person
of the Holy Spirit in fulfillment of the promise ot Jesus. He, the Holy
Spirit, guided the apostles into all truth and brought to their remem-
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brance all that Jesus Christ had said unto them. This guidance was
with them and their immediate associates as they wrote the New
Testament.
The Apostle Paul wrote to Timothy, his son in the gospel: "Every
scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof,
for correction , for instruction which is in righteousness;
that the man
of God may be complete, furnished completely unto every good work"
(II Timothy 3:16, 17). The word "inspired" in this passage is a direct
predicate of the written Scriptur es, affirming that quality of divinity
in them. by virtue of whi ch th ey are "profitable" for the great needs
for whi ch they are given. This quality comes from without . The
phr ase "inspired of God" here used by Paul is a translation of the
Greek word Theopneustos
which identifies the quality without as God
and signifies the divine source of inspiration which is God.
We have learned thus far that both the Old and New Testament
writers were inspired of God and that all inspired Scripture is profitable. What is meant by inspiration? We have seen that inspiration comes
from an influence from without a person who is inspired whether that
influ ence be from another person or in the heavens a ceiling of unsurp a ssed beauty, a gor geous sunset, or some other handiwork of God.
Does th e inspiration whi ch possessed the writers of the Bible differ
from that which comes naturally by beauty or eloquence? It does differ
as far as the east is from the west. The inspiration of Biblical writers
was unique in that they possessed the Holy Spirit and were inerrantly
guided in writing the Bible, since they were inspired of God.
11. The Bible Is the Eternal

Word of God.

It has been affirm ed that it is temporal.

There are some who believe th er e is no pl ace for it in our scientific ag e. In the pa st, many
att empt s have be en ma de to destroy it but it is still here .
. At _the turn of the fourth century of our era, the Roman emperor,
Diocletian, decreed death for any person in the Roman Empire who
owned a copy of the Bible. He later boasted: "I have completely exterminated the Christian writings from the face ot the earth."
Some
years later when Constantine
became emperor he asked Eusebius
bishop of Caesarea, if he could locate some copies of the Bible. Withi~
tw enty-five hours he found fifty copies.
Vo_lta _ire,. the French skeptic of the eighteenth century, boaste4
that withm fifty years the only Bibles to be found would be in the large
museums of the earth.
It is reported that within a short time after
hi_s death the press used · to print his writings was employed to print
Bibles and the house from which his writings were distributed was
used by tlle Geneva Bible Society for the distribution of Bibles.
Where is
their influence
and enemies
som e of whom
enemies have

Diocl etian and wh ere is Voltaire ? They are gone and
is scarcely felt. Since Voltaire lived hundr eds of cr itic&
of the Bible have endeavored to destroy its influence
have hop ed for its annihil ation . Through the ce nturies it~
come and gone, their works are little known, while the
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Bible is still here, known, loved and read by increasing millions
the years come and go . A poet of another generation has said:

as

I stood beside the bla cksmith's open door,
And .heard the anvil ring the vesper chime;
And gazing in I saw upon the floor,
Old hammers worn out with beating years of time.
"How many anvils have you had," said I,
"To wear and batter all the hammers so?"
"Just one," said he, "the anvil wears the hammer out you
know."
So I thought of the anvil of God's word
Which for ages sceptic blows have beat upon
The anvil unharmed;
the hammers gone.
Books come and books go but the Bible lives on. The best seller
today Is a back number tomorrow. A best seller may come back tem•
porarily but soon will disappear from the book shelves of up-to-date
book sellers. Many years ago, just after Margaret Mitchell had written
Gone With The Wind, I stood on the bottom floor of a large department
store in a great mid -western city and saw hundreds of people leave the
store having purchased copies of Gone With The Wind. That was only
a part of th e sales th at day in that lar ge city . What has happened to _
Gone With The Wind? It has gone or will go with the wind regardless
of its good merits . Such has been, is , and will be the history of books
produced by men . Only the book of God, the Bible, will live through
the mutations of time.
Jesus said: "Heaven and earth shall pass away but my words shall
not pass away." These words are r ecorded in the New Testament.
The Bibl e will outlive the he avens and th e earth. When the sea is
no more, whe n the sun will be turned into darkness and the moon
into blood, and th e he a vens will be roll ed up as a scroll, the Bible will
be here.
Beyond the Saturday evening of tim e, on the plains of eternal
judgment, th e Bible will be opened and from its pages you and I and
th e multiplied billion s of earth will be jud ged. Jesus sa id: "This word
th a t I sp eak unto you will jud ge you at the la st day" (John 12:48).
Th e Bibl e is etern al. It is her e to st ay. It will be here when time
is no mo re and beyond time in eternit y.
111. The Bible Is All Sufficient.

As earlier quoted , the apostle Paul wrote to Timothy: "Every
scripture inspired of God is also profit able for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness:
that the man
of God m ay be complete , furnished completely unto every good work."
(II Timothy 3:1 6, · 17) . Note "that th e man of God may be complete,
furnish ed completely unto every good work" by the Bible and not by
the cre eds of men.
Books ot her than th e Bible a re limited in that they are conc erned
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with one subject. Definitive books have beeri written by authorities
in various fields such as science, history, sociology, psychology, philosophy, lit era ture, language, and vocational guidance . Usually these books
are excellent and their authors are to be commended but they are
limited to the study of one area of life. It is not so with the Bible.
It treats every relationship
of lite either indirecUy or directly and
concerns itself with the age-long and great questions of life.
Men have always asked: "Whence came the universe and "froll\
whence did man come?" . The only true answer to these . questions is
in the Bible . "In the beginning God created the hea .vens and the
earth" (Genesis 1:1). "And Jehovah God formed man of the dust of
the gro und, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man
became a living soul" (Genesis 2:7). Man has also always been con•
cerned with his duty on earth · and has . learl'led that it is to fear God
and to ke,ep His commandments (Ecclesiastes 12: 13).
In the Bible man learns of the great Hebrew people through whom
the Messiah of the world came . All the prophets of the Old Testament
told of His coming and converged their telescopes on His star which
was to rise over Bethlehem of Judea . · In the Gospels the story of His
wond erful life is told. In the Book of Acts men and women are inform ed concerning the establishment
and identity of the church and
how to become Christians or followers of Christ. This they do by belief
in Him, repentance froin past sins, the confession of their faith in Him
before men, and their burial in the waters of baptism for the remission
of their sins. Letters to churches and to individual Christians follow
the Book of Acts, telling men and women how to live the Christia! life.
There is not a relationship of life for which the Bible is not
rel eva nt. Obedience to its teachings will make a man or a woman
what he or she ought to be; it will make a home Christian ; a community ideal; a state and a nation a servant of God. Obedience to the
Golden Rule will cause men to "beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruniug hooks"; and to learn war no more.
Not only is the Bible .all sufficient in precept or principle for all
of life, it is the only book upon whi ch we can rely in the hour of death,
to which we will all come. In this hour, the Christian can say with
David: "Yea , though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil; for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they
comfort me" (Psalms 23:4). In this hour of triumph the Christian can
exclaim with Paul: "Death is swallowed up in victory . O death, where
ls thy victory? 0 death, where is thy sting?" (I Corinthians 15: 54, 55).
For the life beyond death it is to the all-sufficient Bible the Christian goes. He reads: "For we know that if this the earthly house of
our tabernacle be dissolved, we have a building from God, a house not
made with hands, eternal, in the heavens "(II Corinthians 5:1). On
Patmos Isle by faith the Christian can hear the beloved John say:
And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out
of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her
husband. And I heard a great voice out of the throne say-
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ing, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he shall
dwell with them, and they shall be his peoples, and God
himself shall be with them, and be their God: and he shall
wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall be
no more; neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor
pain, any more (Revelation 21: 2-4).
This same all-sufficient Bible tells of the destiny of the unsaved
beyond death.
They will be punished with everlasting destruction
from the presence of the Lord while the children of God will be in His
blissful presence throughout eternity.
These children will live in that
land and city of which the all-sufficient Bible tells. It will be a land
of endless delight and a city where there is no night . The pastures
of that land will be forever green and the streets of that city will be
gold with walls of jasper and gates of pearl.
transparent
What a wonderful book is the Bible to tell us of such a wonderful
place as heaven. What a wonderful book is the Bible-an all-sufficient
book, uniquely inspired of God and more eternal than the heavens.
Will you join with me in saying with the poet?
Blessed Bible! how I love it;
How it doth my spirit cheer.
What hath earth like this to covet;
0 what stores of wealth are here.
Man was lost and doomed to sorrow,
Not one ray of light or bliss;
.
Could he from earth's treasure borrow,
Till his way was cheered by this.
Blessed Bible! I will hide thee,
Deep, yes deeper in my heart.
Thou through all my life shalt guide me,
And in death, we will not part.
Part in death! No , never, never
Through death's vale I'll lean on thee.
Then in brighter worlds forever,
Sweeter still thy truths shall be.

FINANOAL

STATEMENT

July, 1955
RECEIPTS
Paid on Pledges ......................... .................................,16 ,877.85
Contributions
.............................................................. 6,919.22
Transcriptions
...................................,............. ............
325.00
Total Receipts

EXPENDITURES
Bro adca stin g E xpense:
Tape Recording ........................$ 1,019.39
Rad io Time ................................ 23,012.96
Wages .
.................................
Office Expense:
Postage . ....................................
Social Security ....................
omce Suppllea ....................
Printing
..................................
Utilities
..................................
Tel. & Tel .... ............ ...............
Rent ........................................
Miscellaneous
........................
TOTAL EXPENDITURES
EXPENDITURES
•Most of this month's
ment.

$24,122.07

for Jul:, ....................................

printing

$24,032.35
3,245.00

129.60
44.90
41.75
10.00•
17.86
53.79
150.00
49.88

497.78
--..........,.............................
-·
-- $27,776.13

EXCEED RECEIPTS
expense
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BY ........$ 3,653.06

will be Included

In next eta~
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